
Memphis in Poland – Fighting the Unknown 2021/22

Sopot

The purpose of “MIP-Fighting the Unknown” is to create virtual opportunities for
cross-cultural engagement between youth from Memphis, TN and the Sopot-Gdańsk-
Gdynia Tri-Cities, Poland, focusing on musical, artistic, and civil rights topics in
response to the world-wide COVID-19 pandemic, potential future pandemic threats,
to climate change and to social global issues. Encouraging young people to express
their views artistically through music, poetry, and art will give them the necessary
social and emotional platform to positively maneuver through this difficult time and
think how to make our planet a better place to live. The prize for winners in this
contest would be a trip to Memphis from Sopot, Gdańsk and Gdynia to Memphis. We
hope that the involvement of young people will allow them to deal with difficult
emotions and will have a positive effect after such a long retreat.
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“MIP Fighting the Unknown” continues the tradition of the cross-cultural “Memphis in
Poland” festival begun in 2017 by the cities of Memphis, TN, Sopot and Gdańsk, Poland.
Memphis in Shelby County and Sopot, with its neighboring Gdańsk, have much in common
culturally and they played major roles in the fight for human and civil rights in the two
countries. We want to develop a strong Polish-American partnership providing educational
and cultural exchange especially for the young generation.
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SopotThe educational aspect, with an emphasis on the fight against racism,
xenophobia and intolerance has been the most important element of our
project. In 2019, a group of high-school students from Sopot went to
Memphis to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the tragic death of Dr.
Martin Luther King. They presented a poster about the heritage of the
Polish Solidarity movement and the road to freedom. The aim of this
project was to show the similarities between the struggles for democratic
ideas in Poland and for the civil rights in the U.S. Amb. R. Schnepf
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Memphis in Poland Festival 2017-2021

The “Memphis in Poland” project has had many sponsors who made donations and contributions in various ways,
both financially and as active participants (e.g., The City of Sopot, The City of Memphis, City of Bielsko-Biała, US
Embassy in Warsaw, Memphis Convention & Visitors Bureau, Polish-American Society, National Civil Rights
Museum, University of Memphis, European Solidarity Center, Pink Palace Museum, International Paper and other
industrial enterprises and individuals).




