
40 Years of Polish-American Society   

1978 - 2018 

Art by the Students of 
Nicolaus Copernicus 
School of Polish Culture & 
Language 

Our Mission 
To strengthen bonds 
and solidarity between 
Polish and American 
People, provide support 
and help to the Polish-
American Community, 
cultivate Polish 
traditions, culture and 
language, promote 
native Polish values in 
the American society. 



PAS Website: 
 

 
 

www.pasofmemphis .com 



1978 -Founders of PAS 

“Jan the Polka Man”,  
Len Jankowski hosting a radio 

program on WEVL 89.9 



1981-1988  Supporting „Solidarity” Movement  

1981 – Honoring Poland in Kosciusko, MS 

1982 – International Day at the “Memphis in 
May” Festival  with an exhibit of Polish craft 
and Polish culinary showcase 
This was a fund raising event for the 
“Solidarity” movement in Poland  



Czesław Miłosz 
hosted by Polish 
Memphians   

Lech Wałęsa is 
welcomed by Polish 
Memphians at the 

ceremony of receiving 
the International 
Freedom Award  

1993,1999  Hosting Polish Nobel Prize Winners 



     Recent PAS History 

The Polish-American Society suspended its activities in 
2002 due to the advanced age of its members.  In 2008 
the Polish-American Society was reactivated thanks to 
the new generation of Polish immigrants and their desire 
to cultivate the Polish National Heritage.   
 

Some of the regular events are: 
 

• Christmas Eve Dinner 
• Poland’s Independence Day 
• Celebration of the Polish School Year End, May 3rd 

Constitution Anniversary and Mother’s & Father’s 
Days  

• International Germantown Festival 

• Public seminars about Poland’s heritage 

• Spring and Fall Picnics 

• Fall Camping for Children and Adults 

 

P.O. Box 770927, Memphis, TN 38177-0927 

www.pasofmemphis.com 

PAS Musical Group playing for the elderly 

Various Group Activities 

Athletic Club Bridge Club 

Seminars by Polish Professors 



Nicolaus Copernicus School of Polish Culture and Language 
 

•  Founded in September 2006 for children, 
teenagers and adults who wanted to learn and 
perfect Polish 

   language and gain more knowledge about 
Poland’s traditions, culture and history 

 

•  Incorporated to PAS in the beginning of 2008 – is 
a significant pillar of the Society 
 

•  The thirteenth academic year ended in May, 
2018 
 

• The fourteenth school year is scheduled to begin 
in September 2018 
 

•  There have been classes for students of various 
ages starting from a pre-school group and 
ending with a class for adults 

http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/48-story-time/detail/1048-story6


Annual „Polska Wigilia” – Traditional Polish Christmas Eve Dinner 

Food Preparation  Decorations by Older Group Decorations by Younger Group 

Christmas Plays by...  Polish School Students Christmas Eve Dinners 



Polish Christmas Trees at the Enchanted Forest in Pink Palace 
 

http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/27-pas-tree/detail/554-img-1695w
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/71-enchanted-forest/detail/1636-img-1792
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/71-enchanted-forest/detail/1628-img-1741
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/71-enchanted-forest/detail/1633-img-1778


Celebrating Poland’s Independence Day 

All generations of Poles of the Memphis metro area meet every year to commemorate and celebrate the November 11 Independence Day 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.spwj.edu.pl/obchody-swieta-niepodleglosci/&ei=ExtJVf_aGtKryATV6YHYDA&bvm=bv.92291466,d.cGU&psig=AFQjCNFlLrsxNiB-IeU7LThJrHhIiL-TaA&ust=1430940794778835


Germantown International Festival - Promoting Polish National Heritage 
Since 2009 Germantown International Festival in the Memphis metro area attracts every year more than 5000 guests  



Annual Fall Camping for Younger Generation Polish Memphians   



Spring and Fall Picnics 

http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/74-may-picnic/detail/1658-dscn3777w
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/74-may-picnic/detail/1669-dscn3795w
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/3-spring-picnic-2012/detail/25-img-2586w
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/3-spring-picnic-2012/detail/27-img-2600w
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/3-spring-picnic-2012/detail/29-img-2603w


Exploring Memphis, Excursions, Social Events 

Cotton Museum Sun Studio Mississippi Cruise 

Ostatki  Egg Painting Ostatki 2011 

Wiseacre Brewery  

http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/50-cotton-museum/detail/1054-photo-5
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/2-sun-studio/detail/6-img-2787w
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/9-river-cruise/detail/102-img-1522
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/47-ostatki/detail/1033-fotor0228203349
http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/37-egg-painting/detail/754-img-1077


2011 – 2013  Hosting Well-Known Polish Musicians 

Kinga Augustyn & Alexandra Snyder Dunbar  

Kajetan Drozd & Piotr Rożankowski 

Sławek Wierzcholski & „Nocna Zmiana Bluesa” 

Boogie Boys  

http://www.pasofmemphis.com/index.php/en/galleries/46-blues-concert/detail/1009-img-3762


Ambasador Robert Kupiecki 

Consul Michał Sikorski  
at one of the Germantown International Festivals   

Visit of Consul Piotr Konowrocki  

2010 – 2015 Hosting Polish Diplomats 



2015 Lectures about Poland for Shelby County Teachers 

Dr. Jerzy Kossek  
Keynote Speaker 



Memphis in May 2015: Salute to Poland 

Myslovitz  

Kinga Augustyn 

Salute to Poland was voted by USA Today 
the best 2015 international event in the U.S. 

South.  Polish-Americans’ contribution to 
this success was recognized by the MIM 

Leadership.  

Kinga Augustyn 

Cracovia Danza 

Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf as MIM 
Festival Guest og Honor 



2017 Bringing Memphis to Poland  

National Civil 
Rights Museum 

Exhibition  
at the European 

Solidarity 
Center 

 

Concerts in Sopot:  
Memphis Mix,  

Rock for  
Human Rights,  

Blues Night Shift 

Memphis Style  
Barbecue, 

Guests of Honor 

To learn more about the Memphis in Poland Festival goals and 
program go to: http://memphisinpoland.com/%7C-polski-%7C 



Prawie 40 lat temu miliony Polaków, którzy podążyli za 
pracownikami Stoczni Gdańskiej, chciało stawić czoło 
komunistycznemu  systemowi. My mieliśmy ten sam sen, co 
doktor King. Chcieliśmy żyć z równymi szansami, z godnością, z 
nadzieją dla nas i naszych dzieci - przemawiał Ryszard Schnepf, 
były ambasador Polski w USA. . 

April 2-4, 2018 Partnership with National Civil Rights Museum   

W uroczystościach wzięli udział licealiści z Sopotu, zaproszeni 
przez  Stowarzyszenie Polsko-Amerykańskie w Memphis. 
3 kwietnia - na Uniwersytecie w Memphis odbyło się 
sympozjum. Na nim licealiści przedstawili grafikę, gdzie 
pokazano paralele historii ruchu na rzecz praw obywatelskich 
w USA i działalności dr Kinga i Polski za czasów "Solidarności". 
- Plakat wzbudził zainteresowanie wśród uczestników. Dla 
wielu była to lekcja historii, której do tej pory nie znali - 
powiedział prezes Stowarzyszenia. 

W Memphis odbyły się uroczystości upamiętniające 50. 
rocznicę śmierci Martina Luthera Kinga. TVN24 otrzymał 
nagrania od Stowarzyszenia Polsko-Amerykańskiego w 
Memphis. 

News from the Polish TV: 
 
   

https://kontakt24.tvn24.pl/mielismy-ten-sam-sen-polacy-na-obchodach-50-
rocznicy-smierci-martina-luthera-kinga,257305.html  



Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf honoring  
the 40th Anniversary of PAS Foundation   

April 6, 2018 Celebrating 40 Years of PAS! 

Chef Edward Nowakowski’s Creations                            


