


Time to Elect Poland as Country of Honor!  
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Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf Accepts MIM’s Invitation to Honor Poland!  

http://waszyngton.msz.gov.pl/en
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Thank-You Letters to the Polish Embassy and to the Leadership of MIM International Festival 
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ANNOUNCED AS COUNTRY OF HONOR  
on August 12, 2014,  

at the Annual MIM Meeting  
in the Memphis Botanic Garden  

Grażynka 
Muswiłło 

Gosia 
Stroinski 

Monika 
Milczek 

Czesiek 
Grabowicz 

Halinka & Jacek 
Dutkiewicz 

Wei Chen 

Susan 
Murrmann 

Zbyszek 
Stroinski 



Announcements Made in Media 
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First Site Visit of MIM Delegation to Poland 
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„I Love Poland” Flags and Stickers on Cars 

Designed by  
Magda Teodorowicz 
and arranged by  
Jerzy Milczek 
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Unveiling of Fine Art Honoring Poland 

Jim Holt 
CEO & President 
Memphis in May 

Doug Browne 
General Manager 

Peabody Hotel 

Jacek Dutkiewicz 
President 

PAS 
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February 2015 - Memphis in May International Festival Season  
Begins with Unveiling of Fine Art Honoring Poland (Feb 2015) 

Artist Lester Merriweather Talks 
How He was Inspired with Polish Art 
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Lester Merriweather 
Artist 

Applaus to Lester Merriweather, the Artist  
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http://www.memphisinmay.org/news/posts/memphis-in-may-2015-fine-arts-poster-unveiled-149264
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2015 Voluneer Expo 
About Thousand Volunteers Took Part in the MIM International Festival! 
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Honored Nationals Committee 
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Education Program About Poland 
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The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 



The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 

Jerzy Kossek  
Keynote Speaker 

Randy Blevins 
VP Programming 
Memphis in May 
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The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 

Edward Kozłowski 
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The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 

Mark Scarbecz 
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The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 

Madga Teodorowicz 

Miłka Mitchell 
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Halina Dutkiewcz 

The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 

Jacek Dutkiewicz 

Halina Dutkiewicz 
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The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 

Zbyszek Stroinski  
PAS Treasurer 

Jerzy Jurand 
PAS Honorary 

Member 
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The 2015 International Teachers’ Conference about Poland 

Board Chairman of MIM, Wei Chen and MIM Volunteer 
Unveil the Children’s Poster  

at the Education Awards Ceremony 
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Curriculum Guide about Poland  
for Teachers of Shelby County Schools (72-Pages) 
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Shelby County Students’ Trip to Poland  

March 7-17, 2015, Queen Jadwiga High School (X LO im. Królowej Jadwigi)  

Ready to Depart for Poland 

Welcome at the Warsaw Airport 

Polish Students Ready to Welcome American Students 

Welcome at the Queen Jadwiga High School 
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Shelby County Students Visiting Warsaw  

In front of the Warsaw Uprising Monument 

Presentation of Polish Dishes 

Sight-Seeing of Warsaw 
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Polish Students Welcomed and Hosted by American Students 
April 9-19, 2015, Collierville High School 

Gosia Poszwa & Ania Potoczny 
Interviewed by Memphis TV 

Polish Students with Their Chaperones &VP MIM Polish Students  at the Collierville High School 

Visiting Prestigeous Rhodes College 

  
Magda 
Piecha   

Ewa Brdak  
Randy 
Blevins 



Polish Students in Memphis 

With Memphis Mayor AC Wharton In Graceland 

X LO im. Królowej Jadwigi (Warsaw) and III LO im. S. Żeromskiego (Bielsko-Biała) 

On the Roof of the Peabody Hotel High-School Students from Biesko-Biała with the Hosting Family 

Viola 
Bute Ryszard & Maciek  

Butes 
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Polish Legends Show Presented  
by N. Copernicus School of Polish Culture & Language 

Creators of the Show  
Magda Mazur and Tim Glover with their Daughters, Zuzia & Iza 
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Presentation by N. Copernicus School of Polish Culture & Language 
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Presentation by N. Copernicus School of Polish Culture & Language 
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Polish Culture, Art, Technology & Economy 
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Myslovitz Group Touring Memphis 

Aga Przetak & Robeto Santisteban as Tour Guides (in the Center) 
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Cracovia Danza Court Ballet 
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Cracovia Danza Court Ballet 
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Cracovia Danza Court Ballet 
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Speakers & Lectures 

Fogelman Center  
at the University of Memphis 
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The Honorable Guest 
Poland’s Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf  
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Polish Americans Welcome Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf  

Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf 
with Jim Holt, Memphis in May President and CEO, 

and Jacek Dutkiewicz, PAS President  
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Presentation of Gifts 

From Artist Iwona Kessling 

From Chef and Writer   
Edward Nowakowski (Left) 
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Social with Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf  

Krysia Milczek Monika Milczek 

Zbyszek 
Muswillo 

Grażynka 
Muswillo 

Iwona 
Kessling 

Aga 
Przetak 

Roberto 
Santisteban 

Jacek i Halinka  
Dutkiewicz 
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Social with Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf  
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Special Meeting of Greater Memphis Chamber of Commerce 

Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf with Congressman Steve Cohen (left)  
and ex- U.S. Ambassador to Poland, Victor Ashe (center) 

Jacek Dutkiewicz introducing Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf  Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf as Keynote Speaker 
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Special Meeting of Greater Memphis Chamber of Commerce 
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Guest of Honor – Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf 
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Jim Holt, President & CEO of MIM, Ambassador Ryszard Schnepf and Wei Chen, 2015 MIM Board Chairman 
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Brooke 
Tweddell  

Grzegorz  
Lapanowski  

Rodney 
Polk 

Wei Chen Jim Holt 

Isabel 
Chen 

Ryszard 
Schnepf 

 Maciej  
Nowicki  

Susan 
Murrmann 

Valerie 
Morri 

Jeff 
Morri 

 Jacek  
Dutkiewicz  

Halina  
Dutkiewicz 
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Metthieu Cognet Kinga Augustyn 

FEATURE MIM EVENT 
Concert “Chopin & Friends” with Polish Culinary Show  

& Exhibition of Local Polish Art  

Metthieu Cognet 

63 



Metthieu Cognet Kinga Augustyn 

MIM Concert “Chopin & Friends” 
Recital by Kinga Augustyn, Accompanied by Matthieu Cognet 

Matthieu Cognet 

Matthieu Cognet attended the Royal 
Conservatory of Brussels where he completed a 
Master of Music in Piano Performance in Jean-
Claude Vanden Eynden’s studio. He graduated in 
2007 with High Distinction, ranking first in the 
final recital exam.  
He participated in numerous competitions. He 
won the 1st Prize in the Travel Grant 
Competition in Bloomington in April 2010 and 
was semifinalist in the last edition of the Pozzoli 
International Piano Competition in Seregno, 
Italy, in September 2011. He is finalist and Gold 
Medal in the Forte International Competition at 
Carnegie Hall (Weill Hall) in New York City in 
February 2014 with the SCH Trio.  

Award winning Polish-born and New York City-based concert 
violinist Kinga Augustyn has been described as “an adventurous 
performer valuable to New York’s scene” (NY Concert Review), 
“violinist for whom nothing seems too difficult” (Polish Daily News), 
“stylish and vibrant…playing with verve and superb control….great 
sensitivity and unashamed virtuosity” (The Strad Magazine), and 
“beyond amazing, one hell of a violinist!” (The Fanfare Magazine). 
She has performed as a soloist with orchestras in the United States, 
Europe and Asia.  As a soloist of The Manhattan Symphonie, 
Augustyn made her Asian debut in 2014, performing multiple 
concerts at China’s most prestigious concerts venues.  
Dr. Augustyn has won international awards, including First Prizes at 
the Alexander & Buono International String Competition (NYC), 
Artist International Presentations (NYC), J. S. Bach String 
Competition (Zielona Gora, Poland), and Ackerman Chamber Music 
Competition at Stony Brook, NY.  
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“Chopin & Friends” 
by Kinga Augustyn, Accompanied by Matthieu Cognet 
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“Chopin & Friends” 
by Kinga Augustyn, Accompanied by Matthieu Cognet 
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Born in Linz, Austria and raised in Poland, Chef Edward Nowakowski came to 
the U.S. via France, with three years of Culinary School, a European Master 
Chef Diploma and numerous awards for Garde-Manger work under his belt. 
Chef Edward seized the opportunity to open several new Hotels; include 
Hyatt N.Y. Four Seasons in Dallas TX, Hilton Hotel Virginia Beach VA, and 
many more, as well as Holiday Inn at the Kemmons Wilson School of 
Hospitality & Resort Management. As a Chef and Certified Director of F & B 
Services, he is responsible for Food & Beverage operation at the Holiday Inn 
as well as at Fogelman Executive Center at The University of Memphis. 

Polish Culinary Show by Chef Edward Nowakowski 

Edward Nowakowski 

Edward is also the author of „Brush with the 
Edge of Time and Profession”.  Here is what he 
says about his book:  
"This book describes my family's life, which is 
full of historical experiences going through the 
Hitler era, the Stalin regime, and communism, 
to the current decade in the United States.  The 
accounts of our experiences reflect the time 
from the 1940's, when my mother's family had 
no electricity or water in their home in a 
village in Poland, to my successful career as an 
award winning chef and a comfortable 
married life in the United States. 
Chef Edward Nowakowski” 
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Polish Culinary Show Bookmark 
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Polish Culinary Show Behind the Scenes 

Most of the Culinary and 
Art Show Team: 
 

H. Batey 
Bute Family 
Dutkiewicz Family 
R. Crafton 
Cz. Grabowicz 
J. Igielski 
A. Jankowski 
P. Jankowski 
Kaziow Family 
I. Kessling 
Kozlowski Family 
Maenhoudt Family 
K.&M. Milczek 
S. Murrmann 
Mustwillo Family 
S. Niewiara 
E. Nowakowski 
Sakaan Family 
Santseban-Przetak Family 
Scarbecz Family 
Z. Schmidt 
Stepniakowski Family 
Stroinski Family 
K. Szymanek 
Zabielski Family 

 
 

Small Part of the Much Bigger Team Assisting Chef Edward 

Roberto 
Santisteban 

Seth Feibelman 

Krysia Milczek 

Grażynka 
Mustwiłło Kazia 

Szymanek Gosia 
Stroinski 

Aga Przetak 

69 



One of Feature Dish Presentations by Chef Edward 

Polish Culinary Showcase Presentations 

Ice Vase with Polish Eagle Carving 
By Chef Edward 70 



Chef Edward’s Polish Dishes Tasting 



Art Exhibition by Local Polish Artists 

Macie Bute 

Born in Poland in 1973 Macie immigrated to Memphis, TN, at age 9 . Graduated from Christian Brothers University with B.S. In 
Psychology. He was the first student to receive a minor in Fine Arts. His work was displayed in an honorary exhibit following 
the graduation. 
After a break Maciek returned recently to his craft and is establishing himself as an emerging artist in the South.  He works 
mostly in acrylic on canvas, using bold colors through simple strokes, heavily influenced by post impressionism and fauvism. 
In 2014, his art was featured in the annual Paint the Town art auction in Las Vegas benefiting AFAN – Aid for AIDS of Nevada. 
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Art Exhibition by Local Polish Artists 

Iwona Kessling 

Born in Krakow and raised in Gdynia, Poland.  Received a degree in teaching Fine Arts at The Nicolaus Copernicus University of Torun, 
Poland. Also finished postgraduate studies in BA and Economics - Management Studies at The Technical University of Gdansk, Poland.  
Worked  as a high school art teacher, private art instructor in YMCA and Free Lance Artist, designing logos, billboards, CD liners, 
coordinating and marketing national campaign, etc. 
Living in the USA Iwona found  herself in a slightly different field - working as a designer and drafter.  Now she works at 
Smith&Nephew as biomedical designer. 
See her web sites www.pinkheartblackfeet.com and www.iwonaprofiles.com.  Exhibits: Exhibition at Inbalance, Memphis, TN - 
March 2009, Exhibition at Marguerite's Art Gallery at Jackson, TN - December 2007, Exhibition at Central Library on Poplar - 
November 2007, Artwork featured by invitation at Fed Ex World Headquarters Spring 2007, Artwork featured by invitation at Fed Ex 
World Headquarters Fall 2006, Artwork featured by invitation at City Salon/Memphis, TN Spring 2006, Featured artist in Sierakowski 
Manor exhibit; Sopot, Poland 2000. 

timid gift of smile angelic 

perverse In love 
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Monika Milczek 
Kazia Szymanek 

Gosia 
Stroinski 

Aga Przetak 

Jola Sakaan 
Kinga Augustyn 

Zosia Schmidt 

Christiane 
Santisteban 

Social After the Concert, Culinary Show & Art Exhibition 
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Posing with Chef Edward’s Polish Eagle Ice Vase 

Jola 
Sakaan 

Zosia 
Schmidt 

Jacek & Halinka Dutkiewicz Chef Edward 

Social After the Concert, Culinary Show & Art Exhibition 
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Social After the Concert, Culinary Show & Art Exhibition 

Susan Murrman & Viola Bute Iwona Kessling & Matthieu Cognet 

Michał Miller &  Macie Bute 
Edward, Kinga, Jacek & Matthieu 
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Social After the Concert, Culinary Show & Art Exhibition 

Jazia & Michał Miller  

Tomek & Jola Szymanek with Ania Kaziow holding grandson Marshall 



TV Interview with Chefs Grzegorz Lapanowski  
& Maciej Nowicki  
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Memphis in May at Harding Academy May 13, 2015 
As part of the Memphis in May salute to Poland, the 
Harding White Station campus was selected to host the 
Living Traditions Folk Ensemble who gave a dramatic, 
interactive, and educational presentation of the life 
and culture of Poland. At the conclusion of the 
assembly, the troupe stayed to meet the students in 
early childhood group and give them the opportunity 
to ask questions and allow them to try on various parts 
of their costumes.  
 

79 



Hosting Living Traditions Folk Ensemble 

LTFE Members with Zbyszek Stroinski, Miłka Mitchell and Aga Przetak Aga Przetak and Roberto Santisteban Hosting LTFE  
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Chef  
Grzegorz Kazubski 

Memphis in May World Barbecue Championship 

Polish-American BBQ Team 

Mirek Wozniak Joasia Hofman 

Ania Kaziow Stenia NIewiara 

Janusz 
Hofman 

Wiek 
Kaziow 

Seth 
Feibelman 

Zosia Schmidt 
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Exhibitions Honoring Polish National Heritage 
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Exhibitions Honoring Polish National Heritage 
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Exhibitions Honoring Polish National Heritage 
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Exhibitions Honoring Polish National Heritage 
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Exhibitions Honoring Polish National Heritage 
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Southwest Tennessee Community College Theater 
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“Volunteer of the Year” Nominee 
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“Best Of” Award 
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We Are Proud of Our Polish Heritage 

Special  Award 
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Conclusion of the “Salute to Poland” Program 
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